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'hen Easter seemed far away,

Sudanese refugees taught Joy

BY THE REV. ANDY ALEXANDER, S.].,
AND MAUREEN McCANN WALDRON

The writers, of Omaha, coordinate the Online Mmlstrles
Website at Cre ighton Univers ity.

We come to Easter trans-
formed by a book and the people
around the world who shared it
withus.

What began as a faculty-staff
Lenten reading group on Creigh-
ton University’s campus evolved
into a global reading group from
11 countries and five continents.

Connected by Creighton’s On--

line Ministries Web site, S0 peo-
ple around the world read the
same book week by week through
Lent. They reflected on it
through the Web site, leading us
to understand the global church
in a new way and offering us tre-
mendous hope.

It centered on the book “They
Come Back Singing” by the Rev.
Gary Smith, S.J. (Loyola Press,
2008). This remarkable book is
Father Smith’s journal during his
years of working with Sudanese
refugees innorthern Uganda.

As the Jesuit priest wrote
about his six years in these refu-
gee camps, he brought us into the
experience of these people of
hope. These refugee camps are
places where people must search
for water each day and share a
subsistence meal.

Their stories of suffering and

pain, of death and tremendous .

loss, due to the insanity of war
are overwhelming. In the midst
of experiences none of us could
imagine surviving, they showed
us incredible joy as they sang and
danced their prayers of thanks to
God for the gift of life itself.

Lori in Paris wrote to our Web
site, “I have been so moved by
these stories. . .overwhelmed by

the ways in which the Spiritis ac-

tive in this world and can bring
joy toeventhe darkest places.”

From Bangalore, India: “We
find our redemption by honoring
our relationships with God,
neighborsandnature.”

Carol in Massachusetts wrote,
“I am learning that there is suf-
fering that cannot be remedied;
however, the suffering can be
shared.”

From Serbia, where Ivana was
reading the book with her coun-

. try in turmoil: “Chapters of this

week showed me that we are not
alone, we do not pray alone. A

These poor, almost
invisible people,
whom we might
have been tempted
to pity, became
our ministers
during Lent.

community of believers is pray-
ing, whether we are in Africa, in
(the) U.S.oranywhere.”

The experience of the global
reading group has left us full of
hope, even after encountering so
much sadness and deprivation in
therefugee camps.

Through the book, we met peo-
ple in situations we never imag-
ined. And in the process, we ex-
perienced their joy and inner
peace. Something in them passed
abarrier we normally never have
to face. We saw surrender, trust
in God, support for one another
and Spirit-filled community
prayer events.

We also met a simple priest
who encountered his own power-
lessness and his inability to do
much more than.be there. He

came away from almost every
personal exchange having re-
ceivedmore than he gave.

We wrestled with a sense that
this situation was so big, so com-
plicated, so absent from world at-

tention that there was absolutely )

nothing we could do.

_ But the posts on our Web site ™
. each week of Lent moved beyond

fatalism and despair, because the
people we met in the book
showed us powerful images of
the strength of the human spirit,
the incredible self-sacrificing
love of parents in the most dire of
circumstances and the trust in
God to which people came when
they hadnowhere else to turn.
Onereader in Ohio wrote to the
Web site, “I realized more deeply

that though we are separated by .

millions of miles and diverse cul-

tures, in the matters of the heart .

the Sudanese refugees and I
share more similarities than dif-
ferences.”

Easter joy is more than gratl-
tude for freedom from suffering.
It is more than the natural re-
newal of nature’s revival each

spring in the Northern Hemi- -

sphere. For the Christian, Easter
joy comes from the faith we saw
in the Sudanese people 'we have
come toknow andlove.

The one who entered our .

world, walked our path, suffered
rejection and experienced even
our death is now alive forever.
And we, too, have the promise of
life forever.

We saw an Easter joy that re-
newed u1s. These poor, almost in-
visible people, whom we might
have been tempted to pity, be-

came our ministers during Lent. -

With voices made strongerby the
singing of refugees, we sing, “Al-
lelula'”

The Online Ministries site at
Creighton University may be found at
http://www.creighton.edu/Coilabo-
rativeMinistry/online.html.
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